SPECIAL DEFECTS IN  LANGUAGE               91

scarlet fever left an otitis media. At the time of the ex-
amination he was well nourished and showed no lack of
coordination in either eye or hand movements. He could
not understand or use language normally, nevertheless he
gave no evidence of general mental defect. He made his
wants known by means of gestures and comprehended di-
rections given him by signs. He understood the uses of ob-
jects, gave evidence of retentive memory, was interested in
finding the causes of events, and quick to perceive visual
stimuli of all kinds. Nor was he deaf to noises. He
could repeat words uttered in an ordinary tone, not
correctly, but in a way that approximated the original.
He could name about thirty-six objects or their pictures
and used voluntarily about twenty-four words, having
in all a vocabulary of at least sixty words. On the other ,
hand, he apparently understood only about twelve very
simple words when spoken. He heard other words, as
was proven by the fact that he would repeat them, but
he did not understand them, as was shown by his failure
to comply with requests or point out objects. On the
Binet tests which were given him, he passed all the tests
up to and including those for children of six years which
did not require the understanding of language, failing in
all those whose meaning could not be conveyed by gestures.
Good visual perception of form was shown in his handling
of the form-board test, which was done accurately and
without hesitation. Color discrimination was good, and
he showed some initiative in cutting from paper simple
figures without aid or suggestion. The special diagnosis
reached was that the boy was suffering from mental de-
feet limited to the language field and independent of
any other mental deficiency. The second case reported
by Doctor Town is less thoroughly studied and is less
convincing. In this instance, also, the child had suffered
from otitis media.